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A Study on the Confessions of Criminal "Unjust Cases' from the

Perspective of Material Process

Y
JTIRAMESN A K

Abstract: With increasing emphasis on rule of law in China, some “unjust cases”
like She Xianglin Case (Hubei province) and Zhao Zuohai Case (Henan province)
reappear into the public’s sight. The negative effects of mistrials not only cause
immeasurable harms to the “victims” (the defendants in the unjust cases) in a
humiliating way, but alsao damage the public benefits, judicial justice and social order
which would lead to the public’s distrust of the judicial system and national
government. In common sense, “criminal unjust cases” include obvious wrong cases,
false cases and doubtful criminal case, and according to the research on the
reinspection of national criminal unjust cases conducted by Supreme People's
Procuratorate, the focus is on the intentional murder, robbery, rape, illegal drug cases
and so on. There are complicated reasons for the results of unjust cases, like the
system of rewards and punishments which evaluates the investigators according to the
detection rate and settlement rate, the pressure from the superior, and the lack of
investigator’s awareness of evidence and human rights. Starting from this point, it is
found that the false confessions of suspects’ play important roles in the unjust cases.
In the law field, scholars realized successions of researches on how to avoid mistrials
by providing suggestions on perfection of legal documents or legal system, while the
focus put on the confessions is comparably less. Some expert claims that it is
promising to conduct researches on the content of suspects’ confession, based on
which this paper is developed. It is expected to realize the reduction of unjust cases
through the linguistic methods and safeguard public’s confidence in Chinese legal
system.

Keywords: unjust cases; false confessions; linguistics analysis
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Understanding the Discourse of Chinese Courtroom Trials: The
Perspective of Critical Genre Analysis
Bk
IENIFWNES

Abstract: The social development and judicial reform in Mainland China over the
past 30 years imposes a great influence on the way how courtroom trials are
conducted and how courtroom discourses are purposively constructed in order to
fulfill a variety of judicial, social, and cultural functions. This creates a research gap
between the formerly monolithic understanding of courtroom language as a
homogeneous legal entity and the examination of the present hybriding nature and
characteristics of judges’ discourse. Aiming at filling this gap, this paper invokes
the newly developed theory of Critical Genre Analysis (Bhatia, 2017) in order to
reveal concrete types of discourses Chinese judges employ in civil case hearings and
to explore the background social, cultural, and institutional ideologies circumscribing
the production, communication and reception of these discourses. Analyzed data are
the tape-recordings and observing notes of 16 Chinese civil courtroom trials, and all
of them are recorded and transcribed.
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William Wordsworth and the Reforms of British Copyright Law
in the Nineteenth Century

B
o [ BUE K

Abstract: The term “copyright” stemmed from the emergence of the print culture and
the history of copyright law started with early privileges and monopolies granted to
printers of books. Copyright law not only standardizes the relationship between

authors and publishers, but also interferes in the relationship between the two.
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Therefore, the author in Britain will frequently find himself displaced in the rapid
proliferation of print culture and its growing and assorted reading public. During his
sixty-five-year poetic career, William Wordsworth (1770----1850), a major English
Romantic poet, was actively engaged in the reforms of British copyright law. Through
his hardball negotiations with publishers concerning the ownership of copyright and
his maneuvering both in and out of Parliament in support of M. P. Thomas Noon
Talfourd (1795 — 1854) in a public campaign to largely extend copyright terms from
the 1830s to 1840s, Wordsworth realized his self-definition and self-construction as a
professional poet. Wordsworth's concern for the reforms of British copyright law
boils down to the very issue, that he wanted to defend the literary paternity as a
literary father by maintaining control of his works' copyright, and thereby refine the
taste of the reading public and realize his utmost pursuit of literary values.

Key words: copyright law; Britain; William Wordsworth; author
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Abstract: Standard form contracts, as the ubiquitous variants of contracts with merits
of being efficient and economical to close a deal, are discreetly elaborated by legal
professionals to minimize any possible risks. The incomprehensible or unintelligible
terms and expressions in standard form contracts may cause lay persons being unable
to understand the contracts or protect their interests. This paper is to analysis the
incomprehensibility in the standard form contracts by isolating the factors which may
cause lay person’s incomprehension with the help of corpus linguistic tools and try to
figure out why and how these factors influencing lay person’s comprehension. Then,
this thesis is to give suggestions for a more intelligible and comprehensible contract
for lay persons by largely eliminating or weakening those factors.

This thesis gives a long list for factors which may cause incomprehensibility and
classified them into two types: linguistic factors and knowledge-related factors.
The results worked out by corpus linguistic tools show that the hypothetical factors
drawn from previous literature not perfectly fit the context of Chinese standard form
contracts. Knowledge-related factors are found to be high-frequently appear in
standard form contracts. Some linguistic factors such as “referential indeterminacy”
and “invisible conjunction” appear to be high-frequent in Chinese standard form
contracts while some factors such as “word lists” and “ambiguous presupposition” are

not found to cause incomprehension or appear in target context.
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The Analysis of Terrorism Propaganda through Systemic Functional

Multimodal Discourse Analysis and Big Data Technologies

S
JTIRAMESN A K

Abstract: Terrorism, as a common non-traditional threat to the world peace and
people, is the systematic or threatened use of violence in order to intimidate a
population or government and thereby effect political, religious, or ideological change.
Counter-terrorism incorporates the practice, military tactics, techniques, and
strategy used to combat or prevent terrorism, but the prompt collection and analysis of
terrorism information, including propaganda, is of course a crucial precautionary way.
The collection and analysis of terrorism-related propaganda can provide inspiring
findings (O’Halloran, 2016a, 2016b; 2017; 2018). A mixed methods approach
integrating systemic functional approach with multimodal discourse analysis
(SF-MDA) and big data technologies and propaganda visualization for analyzing
text(O’Halloran, 2008; 2013; 2014; 2016a, 2016b; 2017; 2018), video and image
relations in violent extremist discourse can clearly reveal how violent extremist
groups use language and images to legitimize their views, incite violence, and recruit
through online propaganda materials, and how the re-use of images from these
materials in different media platforms supports and resists violent extremism.

Keywords: terrorism; propaganda; SF-MDA; big data; collection and analysis
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Multimodal Construction of “Rule of Law” in Chinese

Anti-corruption Public Service Advertisement-An Appraisal Analysis

PUERT
J7ARAMESN R

Abstract: The question of how to raise legal awareness and cultivate a belief in rule
of law has been a vital issue that the ongoing judicial reform in China must address.
Focusing on Anti-corruption Public Service Advertisement (APSA), the present study
seeks to investigate the process of how the value of “rule of law” is represented and
transmitted through various visual semiotic resources. Based on the approach of
Systemic Functional Multimodal Discourse Analysis and Appraisal system, an
analytical framework is proposed in this paper to describe and analyze the multimodal
construction of rule of law. The data used in the study are APSAs issued on the
official website of Central Commission for Discipline Inspection of CPC, local
Prosecutors Office and the National Public Legal Education Office. Data analysis
reveals that rule of law is realized through attitudinal meanings which is expressed via
selected visual semiotics and modulated via discursive strategies such as engagement
in light of viewer alignment. In addition to exerting power over the viewers, the
Chinese anti-corruption institutions also emotionally engage them to internalize the
value of “rule of law” in the minds of the viewers.

Key words: rule of law, anti-corruption, appraisal system, visual semiotic resources
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A Study of Long-term Formant Distribution as a Discriminant
Feature in Forensic Speaker Comparison between Mandarin and

Cantonese Natural Speech

pUESY
JTIRAMESN A K

Abstract: Long-term formant distribution (LTF), a discriminant feature first
introduced by Nolan & Grigoras (2005), can characterize the entire vocal tract of a
speaker and his or her articulatory idiosyncr asies. While many previous studies
(Nolan & Grigoras 2005, Moos 2010, Becker & Jessen 2010, Xu & Kong 2012, Cao
& Kong 2013) has demonstrated the intra-speaker consistency and between-speaker
distinction in LTF within a particular language and across several languages, the
robustness of LTF as a discriminant feature is challenged in a research applying LTF
to speaker comparison between Mandarin and the dialect in Jiaocheng, Shanxi (Jia &
Yang 2017). Its applicability in speaker comparison within and across other languages
and dialects remains in doubt. Furthermore, since some of the studies which
demonstrate its applicability employ designated reading materials and recordings of
high studio quality, not close to forensic case data which are usually natural speech
and of relatively lower recording quality, problems may arise in authentic forensic
practice.

Based on the considerations above, the author plans to examine whether LTF can
be applied to speaker comparison between Mandarin and Cantonese in Guangzhou
region, in order to explore some unknown scope for its application. In an attempt to
make the present study a research of more practical significance, experimental data
will be made as close as possible to forensic case data: natural speech will be recorded
through WeChat, an instant-messaging cell-phone application prevailing among
Chinese people, the voice messages in which are very likely to become forensic case
data. Clear and visible formants of voiced sounds will be cut out through WaveSurfer,
frequency distribution histograms of the frequency of the formants will be drawn and
statistical tests will be employed to infer whether there is significant difference
between LTF of the same speaker and between that of any two different speakers.

Key words: long-term formant, discriminant feature, forensic speaker comparison,

natural speech
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Legal Reasoning PERIODICITY of Common Law Judicial Opinions

and Chinese Judgments in a Genre Perspective

Il
JTIRAMESN A K

Abstract: China is deepening its judicial reform, of which strengthening the legal
reasoning of judgments is an important issue. A great deal of ink on the subject is
deployed in the circle of legal practice, but seldom touched by linguists. This paper,
with Martin’s discourse semantics and genre theory as its theoretical framework,
attempts to reveal the periodicity and generic structure of Common Law Judicial
Opinions and Chinese Judgments. It argues that the Chinese judgment, compared with
the Common Law judicial opinion, does not unfold in waves on the ground that one
can not identify multilayered Theme-and-New structure or layers of prediction in its
development, and that this mode of unfolding text in waves is vital important for the
reader to follow the judge’s reasoning and construct a sense of beginning, middle and
end. It suggest that the periodicity and the generic structure of Common Law legal
opinions would be a great reference for Chinese judicial reform on the judgment in
terms of its legal reasoning function.

Keywords: Judicial Opinions, legal reasoning, periodicity, genre
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Detection of Deceptive Speech Acts in Chinese Courtroom Trials

FH ik
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Abstract: Confronted with a trial, litigants tend to focus on disputed facts, and when their
interests are threatened they may resort to deceptive statements in order to convince the judge.
Making deceptive statements in the court, referred to in this paper as deceptive speech acts
(henceforth, DSA), will affect court’s judgment, waste judicial resources and harm social justice
and integrity. Therefore, detection of deceptive speech acts (henceforth, DDSA) is of
considerable forensic interests in improving efficiency of courtroom trials and enforcing the
authority of legal system. Based on seven authentic cases of Chinese courtroom trials, this study
attempts to find reliable linguistic deception indicators in Chinese courtroom context and
establish a model of DDSA. As one of efficient cues to deception, linguistic manipulation
enables liars to take deception strategies (i.e., concealment, falsification and distortion). Based on
linguistic manipulation, a coding scheme is established to show that deception strategies are
mostly realized by six linguistic indicators (vagueness, generality, intensifiers, formulaic
expressions, references to the other, and minimizing markers). Linguistic analyses are made to
present how DDSA is achieved in each extract. This research sheds light on data-based studies
on DDSA, and offers implications for other judicial practices, like police interrogations and
prosecutor’s questioning.
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Identity (de)Construction of Expert Witnesses: A Relative Study on

Discourse Markers and Conversational Repair in the Courtroom

B ] 52
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Abstract: One of the best combinations of language and law is courtroom discourse.
Yet too much attention has been paid to the powerful characters in the courtroom, i.e.,
the judge and lawyers of both parties, not many noticed the seemingly powerless yet
special participant in court-- expert witness.

The present paper adopts a qualitative research method. The author collected
examples by transcribing released trial videos of Jodi Arias’ murder case and by
gathering trial dialogues appeared in other scholars’ papers. Discourses in this paper
are those between lawyers and expert witnesses during examination-in-chief and cross
examination. The observation point being at discourse markers used in the
questioning and answering process. This paper discusses the four ensuing types of
discourse markers only: contrastive markers, elaborative markers, inferential markers
and reformulation markers, given the practical situation of courtroom discourse.

The author utilizes the relevance theory to assist the analysis of the discourse
markers used as a means of conversational repair at trial and the impact of this usage
on the identity (de)construction of expert witnesses. It is revealed that the identity of
expert witnesses can be constructed as well as deconstructed in courtroom discourses,
thus proving that the identities of expert witnesses are not pre-given or static. As the
flow of conversation goes on, expert witnesses can be constructed as knowledge
sharers, keen observers and quick-minded opinion giver in direct examination, but all
favorable identities can be deconstructed too, mainly in cross examination.

All in all, this paper endeavors to make an innovation by adopting the
sociolinguistic and pragmatic view; the present paper tries to incorporate the identity
construction theory into the courtroom discourse. Moreover, it is hoped this paper
would shed some light onto the research on expert witness and call for more attention
onto them.

Keywords: expert witness; identity; discourse markers; conversational repair;

relevance theory
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Abstract: Based on the inadequacies of Legal Translation in terms of concept, context,
theory, access, and target language within traditional academic scope, a new working
definition of “legal translation and introduction” is given, with a priority of cultural
communication. It is then proposed that, under the impact from the start-up of
China-Model onto our cultural transmission, the work of legal translation and
introduction shall be functionally guided by the rule of “Bridging the Past and the
Present; Linking the West and the East”, through exploring routes from an
interdisciplinary perspective as in the subject, content, object, channel and effect.
Meanwhile, the target language shall be construed upon the China-Model framework,
committed to cultural communication, taking “Knowing and Acknowledging;
Adequate and Effective” in principle, processing multi-interactions among subjects,

and hence dedicated to civilization construction.
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Scolding “Brothers” and Caring “Friends”: Discursive Construction
of the Identity of Mediation Helpers in China
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Abstract: Despite the increasing popularity of the call for specialized and
professionalized mediators worldwide, the importance of mediation helpers who are
non-mediators but invited to assist the mediation in China can never be
underestimated. Different from the western style of co-mediation that involves two or
more mediators, China has the tradition to invite mediation helpers such as family
members, neighbors, friends and working unit leaders, to help the mediator settle
disputes for parties. Nowadays, in one innovative form of people’s mediation, TV
mediation, warmhearted people who are unfamiliar with the parties are also invited to
be mediation helpers. This paper, based on the socio-cultural linguistic framework of
identity proposed by Bucholtz and Hall (Discourse Stud 7(4-5):585-614, 2005),
intends to analyze how “stranger” mediation helpers discursively construct their
identities as scolding “brothers” and caring “friends” in China’s TV mediation. The
data used in this paper consists of transcripts of 10 episodes of TV mediation
programs on divorce disputes in China. Data analysis shows that unlike the mediator
who is supposed to be neutral, mediation helpers often align/ disalign themselves with
parties, discursively construct such an identity as scolding “elder brothers” and caring
“friends”, and achieve additional favorable effects that would otherwise be normally
impossible by the neutral mediator. This paper concludes that due to the socio-cultural
traditions in China, this seemingly peculiar phenomenon to the west is actually an
innovation of mediation and is the very secret that makes mediation in China vigorous
and effective.

Keywords: Mediation helpers, Identity, Alignment, Indexicality, Dispute resolution
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Application of the new paradigm of forensic evidence evaluation in a

forensic voice comparison case involving two sisters
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Abstract: Currently, there is a paradigm shift ongoing in forensic voice comparison.
The new paradigm involves the use of the likelihood ratio framework as the logically
correct framework for the evaluation of forensic evidence; calculation of numeric
likelihood ratios based on relevant data, quantitative measurements, and statistical
models; and empirical testing of validity and reliability of forensic analysis systems
under conditions reflecting those of the case under investigation. The present paper
describes the first forensic voice comparison analysis conducted within the new
paradigm and presented to a court in China. The plaintiff in this case had recorded a
mobile telephone conversation. The hypotheses addressed were whether the
questioned speaker on the mobile recording was the defendant or her younger sister.
Known speaker recordings of the two sisters were recorded under the same conditions
as the questioned-speaker recording and were used to train and test a forensic voice
comparison system. The system was then used to evaluate the strength of evidence
associated with the questioned-speaker recording: the probability of obtaining the
acoustic properties of the voice on the questioned-speaker recording if it were
produced by the older sister versus if it were produced by the younger sister. MFCCs
were extracted from the speech of the speaker of interest in each recording. The Ist
through 4th coefficients were used for statistical analysis. The data were transformed
using canonical linear discriminant functions (CLDFs). Then we fitted a linear
discriminant analysis model (LDA) using the first CLDF dimension. A leave-one-out
cross validation procedure was applied to the known-speaker recordings from the two
sisters. The results showed that the validity metric of system, a log likelihood ratio
cost Cllr, was very low; the reliability metric of system based on the first Monte Carlo
simulation was a relatively poor; the best estimate of the strength of the evidence, LR
value is in favor of the younger sister hypothesis. This is the first application of the
new paradigm in forensic voice comparison casework in China. Much more work will
be needed to make it practical everyday reality.
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The Teaching of Legal English in the Practice Context-- A Case
Study from China
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Abstract: The teaching of English in the legal sector differs that in general areas in
that it not only needs to teach the language itself but also needs to impart the
knowledge behind the language and more importantly the logic of critical analysis
which is the essence of legal writing. To understand this in depth would illuminate
legal English teaching and improve the learners’ achievements in their practice so as
to realize the purpose of teaching and learning to its maximum extend.

This paper examines the essential elements of Legal English for learners through
the following aspects: Firstly, the major language characteristics of legal English for
learners to master, in which the terms, structure and sentence pattern would all be
discussed in the context of genuine legal documents. Secondly, the legal knowledge
behind the legal terms and language which would ultimately affect the application of
legal English, as legal knowledge belongs to an area of specialty that has its own
characteristics and principles to be followed by; otherwise the language would not be
comprehensible or applicable. Thirdly, the logic dwelling in the language and
knowledge that would fundamentally distinguish legal language with other types of
language: logical thinking is the basic ability that a legal professional needs to acquire
in order to perform his obligations adequately and it is also the most difficult ability to
master for many learners; what would happen if a legal professional has no logic
ability? By such examination, this paper purports to conclude the effective teaching of
legal English in the practice context and the solution for logic ability enhancing

during the legal English learning in the China classroom.
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Law and Literature: A Misunderstood Relation?
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o [ BUE K

fE: As one of the interdisciplinary perspectives on literature, “law in literature”
increasingly gains momentum from literature and law scholars both at home and
abroad. However, several problems concerning its “legitimate” status still remain
unresolved. First, faced with “no-real-benefit-for-legal-experts” charges from Richard
Posner, Robert Weisberg, and their contemporary disciples, how can scholars working
in the field of “law in literature” offer a truly convincing defense for its
“re-humanizing”  and “re-educating” role besides stating the obvious? How can we
renew the meaningful and yet somewhat outmoded “ethical” or “moral” arguments
raised by James Boyd White and Martha Nussbaum? Second, how can we understand
the “indirect” or “suggestive” role played by “law in literature” in its attempt to
change or improve the problematic legal systems, legal principles, legal thoughts, and
specific laws and regulations? Second, in spite of the fact that the “law and literature”
movement originated from the US, does it necessarily mean that “law in literature”
should invariably revolve around the common law system? Should other “localized”
or “alternative” scenarios be duly and seriously considered? For instance, how can we
properly understand the fictionalized account of legal plight brought about by unique
circumstances in the European civil law system and the Chinese law system? What

are some of the “different” approaches and strategies?
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Authorship attribution for Chinese short email
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Abstract: Features used in English-based authorship attribution demonstrate some
constraints when used in authorship attribution of Chinese even though they shed
much light on it. Besides, Chinese authorship attribution for short Chinese texts free
of handwritten documents will promote the progress of legislation in China. Therefore,
this study aims to explore and test some features in pragmatic, discourse semantic and
discourse information features for authorship attribution of short Chinese emails
which is a representative of communication tools. It is hoped that some effective
features could be found for the attribution of Chinese short emails. The texts used in
the study include 72 short emails written by six authors. All the possible 57
combinations of the six authors are tested and attributed. Discriminant analysis is
employed and the results demonstrate significant predictions in all the tests.
Consequently, it can be concluded that the extracted features in pragmatics, discourse
semantics and discourse information can significantly distinguish short Chinese
emails and the recommended suspect author size for authorship attribution of short

emails should not exceed five for the sack of forensic reality.
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